
ESM Community For The Arts, Inc. 

Meeting Minutes 

 

Meeting Date: Monday, November 25, 2013 

Time: 7:00 p.m. 

Topic: General Mtg. of ESMCA 

Location: ESM Tech Room - High School 

 

Board Members in Attendance:  

Katie Spellman, Debbie Ippolito, Tanya Mastaglio, Joanne Devers, Pat McDonald, Maria Hurd 

Absent: Barbara Stanco 

General Member Attendance: See Sign in Sheets 

 

 Call Meeting to Order by Katie Spellman at 7:04 pm 

 Minutes from 10/25/13 General Member Meeting posted on website for all to view.  Katie proposed 

acceptance of minutes and motioned to accept; Tanya Mastaglio seconded motion; all voted in favor; 

opposed-none.   

 Finances:  

 Treasury Report: Pat McDonald reviewed the P&L statement for activity from 10/29/13 to 

11/24/13.  Activity included: receipt of $3,000 payment for auction prize from golf outing and a 

$250 donation.  Expenses included $360 to Rock Hill for volunteer lunches at outing; $175 to 

East Moriches Hardware for “Blithe Spirit” production expenses to purchase cheese cloth and 

$36 for poster frames of cast poster at raffle table.   

 Show Results: Katie Spellman deposited $900 from “Blithe Spirit” from 50/50 and raffle table.  

The show went well, running from 11/15-11/17/13, congratulations to the cast and crew on a 

job well done. 

 Reports and Announcements:  

 Dairy of Anne Frank: the performance was produced by the Bay Street Theatre in Sag Harbor as 

part of their Literature Live series.  This performance was directed by Joe Minutillo; the theatre 

invites all local high schools (including ESM) to the production each year and it is open to the 

public.  Barbara Stanco, Katie Spellman and Maria Hurd attended the show on 11/20/13 and 

found it very moving; the theatre said they pick shows each year that are relative to what is 

going on.  This performance was followed by a Q&A with a gentleman who survived the 

concentration camps and was in the same camp as Anne Frank.  Katie said the East Hampton 

students in attendance asked great questions and the gentleman, in telling his story, was very 

moving and at one point called the Germans “bullies” and told the students when they 

returned to school it comes in many forms and they can stop it. 

 Old Business:  

 Jeffrey Wands Fundraiser: Joanne Devers has explored opportunities for holding this event as 

an off-sight event; however, it is proving to be cost prohibitive and also space in many venues is 

limited to 100 people.  Joanne will submit a building use form to ESM for April 12th although 



based on the spring vacation schedule we are not sure the school will be open; Joanne will see 

if Mr. Wands has April 11th open and confirm with the school, submitting a building use form. 

 Elementary Production: Katie and Barbara Stanco met with Mr. Nocero, Mr. Snyder and Mrs. 

Weiss on 11/15 and confirmed the productions are set to go at Dayton Avenue and Eastport.  

They confirmed this will function similar to when ESMCA produced “West Side Story” and we 

will be included on regular production meetings and give approval for expenses prior to their 

occurrence to keep within budget. 

 Junior High Production: based on last month’s information, this has been placed on hold and 

will not occur this year.  Based on the meeting with administration on 11/15, Katie said the 

district has formed a committee that will meet in early December to discuss what the stipends, 

the cost of a production and what the goals of having a performance are.  The results of this 

committee will be provided to ESMCA.  Katie and Barbara met with Mr. Steimel on 11/18 and 

spoke with him about the potential of a Jr. High Drama Club; Mr. Steimel will discuss with 

administration and let us know the results of that discussion. 

 “Inherit the Wind” & “Blithe Spirit” DVD: information will be coming on the availability  

 NYSTEA: at last month’s meeting of ESMCA it was approved that ESMCA would supplement part 

of the cost for the trip in January for students.  The check will be delivered to Mr. Snyder on 

Tuesday, 11/26/13 by Debbie Ippolito at the district office so payment can be made and the 

donation can be included in the next ESM Board of Ed meeting on 12/11/13. 

 Mangia Italia Night:  ideas for this event and how we will make it better this year need to be 

pulled together.  It was agreed a committee needs to be pulled together as time is short to 

finalize details for a January 17th event.  It was decided a committee meeting will be held on 

12/4/13 at the ESM Board of Ed room; Joanne will submit the building use form and Debbie will 

send out an email for all who would like to participate to attend the meeting. 

 Public Relations and Publicity:  

 ESM BOE Meeting: Katie stated at the last meeting it was announced Dan Espina is leaving our 

district to return to his home district in Hempstead where he feels he can make a difference; 

Mr. Nocero announced ESM is hosting the next Common Core meeting for the state on 

11/26/13 with 30 school districts invited to submit questions; preliminary budgets are now 

starting for the district. 

 Parent Group Meeting with Mr. Nocero: Barbara Stanco and Maria Hurd attended this monthly 

meeting with other representatives from district groups.  Maria said items discussed included: 

Common Core Curriculum; Eastport Elementary had $10 million in construction budget 

changes; Tuttle Avenue school is set to open in February; new assistant principal was hired; the 

ESM Music Boosters need to sell tickets for the Carnegie Hall event in March at a cost of 

$55/ticket, each student is required to sell a minimum of 5 tickets. 

 Senior Citizens at Sunday’s show of “Blithe Spirit” on 11/17/13 – ESMCA had reached out to the 

local senior living communities in our town and invited them to attend the production.  We had 

17 attend and they enjoyed the show. 

 Committee Reports: 

 N/A 

 



 New Business: 

 Scholarship Committee: Katie asked Maureen Foster if she would be the chair again this year 

for the committee and she accepted.  Debbie will send out an email seeking members who wish 

to be on the committee. 

 Junior High YAWP: Katie said ESMCA would like to fund Mr. Costanzo’s 7th grade classes again 

this year for the program; Katie stated more information will be coming from Mr. Steimel next 

week regarding this program. 

 Equipment purchase for Video Broadcasting: ESMCA had approved to purchase cameras for the 

video class at Ms. Cassidy’s request; however, the school purchased the equipment needed for 

the class.  Ms. Cassidy has now asked ESMCA to purchase an accessory (a long strip) which is 

needed for the new cameras to work with the older equipment.  Upon receipt of Ms. Cassidy’s 

estimated cost, which was expected for tonight’s meeting, it will be proposed to members.  Ms. 

Renee DiMeo is now running the video broadcasting class and has expressed she would like to 

continue to work with us. 

 Car Magnets: Maria Hurd has been researching and pricing the cost of creating ESMCA magnets 

to sell and advertise the organization.  She has found a local vendor in Mastic through the 

Sports Association that can produce 250 at a cost of $2.30 each plus set up fees which typically 

cost $75 and showed us a print out sample.  Maria proposed we order 250 magnets at a cost of 

$2.30 each plus set up fees; Maureen Foster motioned; Tanya Mastaglio seconded; all in favor; 

none opposed.  

 General Discussion 

 Benches – it was brought up the installation of the benches in Mr. Raynor’s garden and if we 

can get them permanently installed by spring.   

 Joanne Devers stated she found sugar cookie mix at BJ’s and asked how much we needed for 

the Manorville Chamber of Commerce Tree Lighting on 12/3.  She will pick up two boxes of the 

mix and decorating supplies (icing, sprinkles).  Joanne will open her house on Sunday for baking 

cookies and let us know what time to come help. 

 Carlos Silva announced that he and fellow student, Kyle Johnson, are in the show “Oklahoma” 

at Westhampton Beach Performing Arts Center.  Carlos also said that he has been talking to 

teachers and Mr. Steimel about forming a dance team at the high school as an after school 

extra-curricular activity.  He is pursuing it and hopes to get it formed and grow it at the school. 

Dates to Remember: 

o November 27th-29th – Schools & Offices closed for Thanksgiving Recess 

o December 3rd – ESM Music Booster Club Meeting 7:15 pm 

o December 3rd – Manorville Chamber of Commerce Tree Lighting 

o December 6th – EES PTO Holiday Lighting 

o December 7th – SMPTA Holiday Breakfast Spectacular 9:00am-12:00pm DAS 

o December 10th – ESM High School Winter Concert I 7:00 pm 

o December 11th – ESM Board of Education Meeting 7:00 pm 

o December 12th – ESM High School Winter Concert II 7:00 pm 

o December 16th – ESMCA Monthly Meeting 7:00 pm 

o December 17th – ESM Junior High Winter Concert 6:00 pm 



o December 18th – EES Winter Concert 7:00 pm 

o December 23rd – January 3rd – Schools Closed Winter Recess 

o January 17, 2014 – Mangia Italia Night 

 

 Katie Spellman proposed to adjourn meeting at 8:15 pm and a motion to adjourn; Tanya Mastaglio 

seconded, all in favor, none opposed. 

 

Visit our website at www.esmca.org for a full calendar of all our events! 

Join us on Facebook 

http://www.esmca.org/

