
ESM Community for the Arts, Inc. 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Meeting Date: Monday October 27, 2014 
Time: 7:00pm 
Topic: General Mtg. of ESMCA 
Location: Board of Education Room – High School 
 
Board Members in Attendance: 
Maria Hurd, Barbara Stanco, Katie Spellman, Joanne Devers, Tanya Mastaglio, Pat McDonald 
Absent: Keri Sweeney 
General Member Attendance: See Sign In Sheet 
 

 Call Meeting to Order by Maria Hurd at 7:08pm 

 Minutes from 9/22/14 General Member Meeting has not been posted and will be posted and 
viewed for next month’s meeting. 

 Finances: 
o Treasury Report: 

 Pat McDonald reviewed P&L Statement since the last meeting.  Golf outing 
expenses and income were reviewed in addition to miscellaneous expenses that 
have been incurred. 

 Reports and Announcements: 
o None 

 Old Business:  
o Junior High Production – a meeting with Mr. Nocero and Mrs. Weiss has been scheduled to 

discuss plans for the upcoming year.  Will review with administration what is needed to 
ensure the program will promote our mission to expose the students to the Arts in addition 
to including teachable moments that include life skill lessons.  A possible proposal might be 
doing an improv drama club to help students think on their feet and better prepare them for 
the high school level.  We are entertaining the idea of also bringing in outside help. 

o Fall Production – Diary of Anne Frank – Dates are Fri 11/7 & Sat 11/8 @ 7pm and Sun 11/9 
@ 1pm.  Tickets are on sale now!  During each show we will be doing a small auction, 50/50 
raffle, concession stand, and kiss the cast.  Volunteers are needed! 

o 2014/2015 Goals – This year it has been decided to break the goals down into broader 
categories and update the website, listing goals that are achieved under each category as 
the year progresses.  The proposed goals are as follows: 

 Advocacy 

 Continue to publicly advocate for the importance of and the inclusion of the 
Arts in education for our students from both a curriculum and budgetary 
perspective. 

 Support 

 Continue to bring educational and technical opportunities to our students 
that support, enhance and engage their knowledge and expertise in the 
Arts. 

 Student Education and Development 

 Actively seek opportunities to use the Arts during the school day to support 
lesson plans, enhance knowledge, and to provide valuable life skills to our 
students to increase tolerance and empathy within the student population. 

 Identify and support after school activities that offer students opportunities 
to learn about the Arts and help develop life skills. 

 Membership Development 

 Organize a Membership Committee to increase active members, focusing 
on the value and importance of their contribution to the organization. 



 Actively recruit and identify a Public Relations and Technology volunteer. 
 Financial 

 Organize one large fundraising event to provide necessary funding to 
support our mission. 

 Provide student scholarships to four graduating seniors. 
Barbara Stanco proposed to accept the listed 2014/2015 goals, Maria motioned to 
accept; Debbie seconded; all voted in favor; none opposed. 
It was discussed that we need the most help with membership development.  We would 
like to target committee chair people to spearhead tasks needed for the golf outing, as 
well as a PR volunteer and technology volunteer.  Andrea Pitney volunteered to handle 
PR.  Wendy Wilken offered to handle creating and maintaining a membership/contact 
email database as well as sending out a monthly newsletter out to the membership. 

 Public Relations and Publicity: 
o BOE Meeting(s) – The external audit report was presented.  We had a strong report and had 

no recommendations, which is the highest level we can achieve.  It was publicly shared that 
we might get money back because we did not pierce the 2% tax cap.  7th grader Rebecca 
Nelson performed as a pianist at LIU Post on Sunday and will be performing again in 
November playing the oboe.  Success on the athletic field was discussed.  A community 
member raised an issue about the board goals.  It has been noticed that the goals do not 
change.  The response was that the goals are on a 3-5 year plan.  It was decided they would 
publicly post some accomplishments.  The policy related to FIPA (Federal Information 
Privacy Act) was discussed.  The district does not maintain a formal address book directory.  
They share the barest amount of information with the military and colleges.  Parents have 
the option to opt out. 

 Committee Reports: 
o Golf Committee – Over 100 thank you’s are in the process of getting mailed out to auction 

donors as well as sponsors.  Joanne is working on a thank you for the golfers.  The date for 
next year’s golf outing has been set for Monday, September 28, 2015.  We hope to enlist 
volunteers from the elementary and junior high levels for our 5th annual outing. 

 New Business:  
o School Board Recognition – November 5th – each year the parent organizations publicly 

thank the school board for everything they do.  This year ESMCA is spearheading the task.  
We proposed getting cupcakes with an ESM theme.  The parent organizations agreed to chip 
in.  Katie will give the presentation. 

o Elementary School Productions – we have been contacted by both elementary schools 
requesting to produce a show.  A meeting has been scheduled for 11/10 with the 
administration to discuss details and obtain permission to move forward. 

o 9th grade English classes – Field Trip “To Kill a Mockingbird” – It was proposed to the 
organization and the school to send the 9th grade English classes along with one high school 
theatre class and one stagecraft high school class to see the Bay Street Theatre Literature 
Live performance of “To Kill a Mockingbird”.  We feel this would be a good way to engage 
the students in their class lessons as well as expose them to the Arts, in addition to learning 
real world issues associated with the topic that are discussed with the audience after the 
show.  We also hope the students could present their experience to the community at a BOE 
meeting with the help from the English teachers.  There is no cost to the students to watch 
the show.  The show is comprised of equity actors and actors receive equity credit for 
performing in the show.  The show also includes some actors who are ESM alumni.  We first 
need to speak to the head of the English department for approval.  If approved, the bus 
transportation would need to be funded.  Cost is approximately $700 per bus, with an 
estimate of five to six buses needed.  Upon school approval, Barbara proposed that the 
organization fund the bus transportation for a total cost of up to $5,000, Katie motioned to 
accept; Tanya seconded; all voted in favor; none opposed. 



 

 General Discussion: 
o Karen Giordano approached Barbara and Andrea regarding the 6th graders doing a craft fair 

at the high school during Christmas time where the 6th grade students would volunteer 
community hours.  It was unclear what the goal was.  Karen will be contacted to present a 
written proposal of her request that includes exactly what this is for and what is expected of 
us. 

o Vera announced the golf committee golf outing profit guesses.  Because we are still pending 
some expenses, we don’t have a final number yet, and therefore could not announce the 
winner of the closest guess, but the top 3 in the running are currently Colleen, Tom, and 
Barbara. 

o We were inquired whether we are participating in the Teeny Awards this year.  Our theatre 
department decided to decline this year.  ESMCA would like to propose that we host a 
similar show that does not include any type of competition, but rather invite the 
surrounding local schools to pull together to hold a performance at our school that would 
include a short scene to showcase each school’s production(s).  We feel it is a good way for 
the students to enjoy showcasing their talents and also be able to watch and learn from 
other students’ productions as well as create a community feel for the theatre students 
across local school communities, bringing not only the students together, but the local 
communities as well.  Ticket sales would get split evenly across all participating schools to go 
back towards each school’s theatre program.  A committee would need to be formed and 
hold “search” meetings to determine what is needed to accomplish this.  Each school would 
need to be contacted to find out who would be interested in participating.  We would then 
need approval from the school board.  The role of ESMCA would be to host, produce and 
promote the show.  Vera volunteered to help out.  We need more volunteers. 

o Jon Raynor mentioned that 2 billboards have disappeared – one at the corner of Eastport 
Manor Rd and Montauk Hwy.  The other we believe was on Montauk Hwy across from the 
East Moriches Ambulance.  Matt Weeks has had continued enthusiasm in hanging the signs 
for the past 6 years.  It was mentioned that there are new rules regarding posting signs in 
the community, and it is possible the town took them down.  The office of Dan Panico will 
be contacted to find out if it is possible the town took them. 

o Due to generally low attendance to fall productions, we need help promoting the 
production of The Diary of Anne Frank.  Please spread the word!  Tickets can be purchased 
online.  Dates are listed below. 

 Dates to Remember: Visit our website at www.esmca.org for a full calendar of all our events  
11/4 – No School, Superintendent’s Conference Day 
11/4 – PTSO Meeting, 7PM 
11/5 – Board of Education meeting, 7 PM 
11/7, 11/8 and 11/9 – ESM Fall Production- Diary of Anne Frank 
11/11 – No School, Veteran’s Day 
11/12 & 11/13 - Parent Teacher Conferences 
11/18 – Music Booster Meeting, 7:15 PM 
11/19 – Board of Education meeting, 7 PM 
11/24 – ESMCA Monthly Meeting, 7PM 
11/26 – 11/28 Thanksgiving Recess 

 Maria proposed to adjourn the meeting at 8:23pm, Debbie motioned to adjourn; Pat seconded, all 
in favor, none opposed. 

 
 

http://www.esmca.org/

